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Locks Sailing Club Regatta 2026 

Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd August  

 

1.0 RULES 
 
1.1 The regatta will be governed by the rules as defined in The Racing Rules of Sailing, the 
Prescriptions of the RYA, these Sailing Instructions and the bye laws of Langstone Harbour.. 
 
2.0 NOTICES TO COMPETITORS 
 
2.1 Notices to competitors will be posted on the Official Notice Board at Locks SC. 
 
3.0 CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
 
3.1 Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted at least 1 hour before the scheduled time of 
the first warning signal on the day it will take effect. 
 
4.0 SIGNALS MADE ASHORE 
 
4.1 Signals made ashore will be displayed on the main flagpoles of Locks sailing club. 
4.2 When flag AP is displayed ashore, ‘1 minute’ is replaced with ‘not less than 
30 minutes in the race signal AP. 
 
5.0 SCHEDULE OF RACES 
 
5.1 Racing will take place on Saturday and Sunday  
 
5.2 A maximum of two races will be sailed on Saturday with a committee boat start and one on 
Sunday from the Locks SC start line. 
 
5.3 The times of the first start each day are as follows: 
 

Day Time HW 

Saturday 13:00 14:10 

Sunday 13:45 14:50 

 

6.0 CLASS FLAGS & HANDICAP SYSTEM 
 
6.1 The RYA Portsmouth Yardstick Scheme will apply. Variations from published Portsmouth 
Numbers must be agreed with the Race Committee.  
 
6.2 Class flags will be: 
 

Fleet Class Flag PN Band 

Fast Handicap Q 

 

1026 and below 

Medium Handicap B 

 

1027 and above 
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7.0 COURSES 
 
7.1 The courses for Saturday are described in Attachment A. 
 
7.2 The FAST Handicap fleet will sail a maximum of 5 rounds of course A. 
 
7.3 The MEDIUM, fleet will sail a maximum of 5 rounds of course B. 
 
7.4 For all courses, boats must pass through the FINISH LINE (see Instruction 9) at the end of each 
lap. 
 
7.5 Sunday’s course will be issued on the day and displayed on Locks SC noticeboard. 
 
8.0 MARKS 
 
8.1 Saturday’s racing marks will be orange inflatables as well as white and blue buoys for start and 
finish. 
 
8.2 Sunday’s race will be as described, using marks in Langstone Harbour.  
 
9.0 STARTING 
 
9.1 The committee boat is Cruella De’Vil 

 

9.2 The committee Boat START LINE is between the mainmast of the Committee Boat and a White 

Outer Distance Mark (ODM). 

 

9.3 The committee Boat FINISH LINE is between the mainmast of the Committee Boat and a Blue 

Outer Distance Mark (ODM). 

 

9.4 Fixed Club line. High Water Start Line & Finish Line is an extension of the transit of two fixed 

triangles, one on Mercer Bridge and one on a pole in front of the Sailing Club. All boats must start 

between the inner distance pole and the outer distance mark 

 

10.0 THE START 

 

10.1 Races will be started using a 5-minute sequence. 

 
10.2 It is intended that fleets will start at 5-minute intervals in the order shown in Instruction 6. 
Circumstances may require variations to the intervals or order. 
 
10.3 To alert boats that a sequence of starts is about to begin; an orange flag will 
be displayed with multiple sound signals (5 or more) at least two minutes 
before the first warning signal. 
 
10.4 The starting line will be the START LINE defined in Instruction 9. 
 
10.5 Inner Distance Mark. When a buoy is laid near the committee boat it is a 
starting limit mark that shall be left to starboard when starting. 
 
10.6 A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored 
Did Not Start, without a hearing. This changes rules A4 and A5. 
 
10.7 Boats whose warning signal has not yet been made shall avoid the starting 
area during the starting sequences for other races. 
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11.0 THE FINISH 
 
11.1 The finishing line will be the FINISH LINE defined in Instruction 9. 
 
11.2 In order to manage the overall duration of a race, the Race Committee may, at their discretion, 
finish a boat after fewer laps than the set number. In such a case the boat’s elapsed time will be 
scaled upwards accordingly.  
 
11.3 SATURDAY TIME LIMITS for all fleets for races will be 90 minutes. If no boat in a fleet has 
passed Mark 1 within 30 minutes, the race for that fleet will be abandoned. 
 
11.4 SUNDAY TIME LIMITS for all fleets with be 3 hours. If no boat in a fleet has passed Mark 1 
within 1 hour, the race for that fleet will be abandoned. 
 
 
 
 
12.0 PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS 
 
12.1 The Exoneration Penalty and the Advisory Hearing and RYA Arbitration 

Procedures of the RYA Rules Disputes Procedures will be available. Decisions from RYA Arbitration 

can be referred to a protest committee but cannot be reopened or appealed. See Official Notice Board 

for details. 

12.2 Protest forms are available at the race office located at Locks SC. 

12.3 For each fleet the protest time limit is 60 minutes after the last boat has finished the last race of 

the day. 

12.4 A donation of £10, payable to the RNLI, must be made for prior to the commencement of any 

protest hearing  

12.5 Breaches of Instructions 10.7 (avoid starting area) or 14.1 (sign on and off) will not be grounds 

for protest by a boat. This changes Rule 60.1(a). Penalties for these breaches may be less than 

disqualification if the protest committee so decides. 

 

 

13.0 SAFETY REGULATIONS 

 

13.1 On each day of racing, boats must sign on at their respective launch site (Locks SC, Tudor SC or 

Langstone SC) before going afloat. 

13.2 A boat retiring shall notify the race committee as soon as possible. 

 

14.0 PRIZES 

 

14.1 The regatta prize giving will be held at Locks SC on completion of racing on Sunday for the 

overall series.  

 

15.0 INSURANCE 

 

15.1 Each participating boat shall be insured with valid third-party liability insurance with a minimum 

cover of £2,000,000 per event or the equivalent. 

 

16.0 RIGHTS TO USE NAME AND LIKENESS 

 

16.1 By participating in this event, competitors automatically grant to the organising authority and the 

event sponsors the right, in perpetuity, to make, use, and show, at their discretion, any photography, 

audio and video recordings, and other reproductions of them made at the venue or on the water from 

the time of their arrival at the venue, until their final departure, without compensation. 
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17. RISK STATEMENT 

 

Rule 3 of the Racing Rules of Sailing states: “The responsibility for a boat’s decision to participate in a 

race or to continue racing is hers alone.” 

 

Sailing is by its nature an unpredictable sport and therefore inherently involves an element of risk. By 

taking part in any of the events covered by this notice of race, each competitor agrees and 

acknowledges that: 

 

a) They are aware of the inherent element of risk involved in the sport and accept responsibility 

for the exposure of themselves, their crew and their boat to such inherent risk whilst taking 

part in the event. 

b) They are responsible for the safety of themselves, their crew, their boat and their other 

property whether afloat or ashore. 

c) They accept responsibility for any injury, damage or loss to the extent caused by their own 

actions or omissions. 

d) Their boat is in good order, equipped to sail in the event and they are fit to participate. 

e) The provision of a race management team, patrol boats, umpires and other officials and 

volunteers by the organiser does not relieve them of their own responsibilities. 

f) The provision of patrol boat cover is limited to such assistance, particularly in extreme 

weather conditions, as can be practically provided in the circumstances. 

g) It is their responsibility to familiarise themselves with any risks specific to this venue or this 

event drawn to their attention in any rules and information produced for the venue or event 

and to attend any safety briefing held for the event. 
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